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by Democrats to increase the allow-
ance for private and parochial schools 
that might be exempted when someone 
filed for bankruptcy, it was disallowed. 
When we asked to protect those who 
are paying the tuition of their chil-
dren, it was disallowed. When we asked 
for relief dealing with identity theft 
debts, when someone would steal your 
credit cards, debt would pile up and all 
of a sudden you might have to pay that 
for some ridiculous reason, we asked 
for relief in that instance, it was de-
nied. 

When we asked for relief for those 
who were sexually assaulted and there-
fore we did not want the liability to be 
extinguished when someone went into 
the bankruptcy court, it was denied. It 
was denied that if you received dollars 
through a natural disaster such as the 
terrible flooding and hurricanes in 
Florida and you wanted to protect 
those dollars that you got from a nat-
ural disaster against a bankruptcy fil-
ing, it was denied. 

Frankly, the democracy in this body 
has simply been denied. Democracy has 
shut down. This is a one-party govern-
ment, one party in the administration, 
one party in the House, one party in 
the Senate, and there is no room for 
democracy. What a shame on us that 
we would push democracy in Afghani-
stan and Iraq and around the world, 
places that I have been, and we simply 
cannot have democracy in this body on 
behalf of the American people. 

Let me also suggest that I am look-
ing forward to responding to the re-
quest by Supreme Court Justice 
Rehnquist by offering a court security 
act for 2005 which responds to Justice 
Rehnquist and other Supreme Court 
Justices asking for more protection of 
judges and courthouses in America. It 
is a travesty that we would have the 
terrible, tragic act in Atlanta and the 
killing of the relatives of a judge in Il-
linois. It is time now to provide re-
sources, training and, of course, secu-
rity mechanisms to ensure that justice 
does occur, justice by way of pro-
tecting our courts and our court sys-
tems and all the parties who go into 
our court system for fairness and jus-
tice. I hope my colleagues will join me 
when I file the Securing American 
Courts Act of 2005. We owe our justice 
system that. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

THIRTYSOMETHING CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for half 
the time until midnight as the designee 
of the minority leader. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I just want to say that it is an 
honor again to address the House and 
the American people, also. I am shar-
ing this hour today with the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ), also. It is a pleasure to be 
here on the floor with her one more 
time. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Once 
again it is a pleasure to be here with 
you. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, if I may take just a moment to talk 
about a friend of ours and a pillar in 
Florida. Mr. Bill Lehman, Congressman 
William Lehman went on to glory 
today. He served our country well. He 
was blessed to be here for some 91 
years. He passed away with his family 
by his side. He served in the 17th Con-
gressional District, Madam Speaker, 
from the time of 1973 to 1992 with great 
distinction. 
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He was one of the longest serving, if 
not the longest serving, chairmen of 
the Transportation Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Appropriations and 
did good works while he was here. A 
quiet man but a man that enjoyed to 
have a good time, and we will appro-
priately honor him with an hour here 
on the floor, designated by the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI), 
Democratic leader, at a later date, 
with reflections of friends that served 
with him in the Congress and also 
those Members who knew him well. 
And we send our prayers and apprecia-
tion to his family for allowing him to 
serve this great government of ours 
and play his role in democracy as the 
annals will reflect. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ). 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding to me. My col-
league from Florida is always so elo-
quent, and one of the things that has 
struck me from the time I have been 
privileged to serve in the Congress, for 
about 10 weeks now, is that we really 
stand on the shoulders of giants in this 
Chamber and there are precious few 
that fall into that category and that 
deserve that accolade. And Congress-

man Lehman was most definitely one 
of them. 

I am privileged to represent a good 
portion of his district. I can only hope, 
as I am sure the gentleman can because 
he also represents a portion of his 
former district, that both he and I and 
our colleagues from South Florida can 
even begin to fill his shoes. Certainly it 
is our responsibility to carry on his 
legacy, and I know that is what we will 
strive to do every day on this floor, and 
I look forward to the hour that will be 
devoted to his life. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I appreciate the opportunity. Not 
only I, but former Congresswoman 
Carrie Meek, the three of us had an op-
portunity to take a picture together. 
Congressman Lehman, in 1972, in the 
newly created 17th Congressional Dis-
trict, he ran for it. As the gentlewoman 
knows, he served in local government 
also and ran for that seat and won. So 
we are the only three that have served 
in the 17th Congressional District, and 
that was a good time. We have an op-
portunity to celebrate not only his life, 
but we will have an opportunity to cel-
ebrate his spirit for years to come. And 
I know that he is there with his good 
friend, Dante Fascell, and they are 
talking about old times when they used 
to run this House. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. That is 
right, Madam Speaker. And if the gen-
tleman will continue to yield, the one 
thing I want to add is that for those 
who did not know Congressman Leh-
man, his name was far more widely 
known because there are far too nu-
merous to mention car dealerships 
across Florida and, quite honestly, 
Congressman Lehman was a leader in 
transportation for good reason, because 
there are thousands and thousands of 
drivers who began their driving careers 
thanks to Mr. Lehman and his family. 
And he has been not just a pillar of the 
community but a giant when it comes 
to transportation, and I think that 
should not be lost on this body. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for her 
comments; and like I said, we will 
honor him appropriately on this great 
House floor. 

Madam Speaker, I just want to once 
again thank the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. PELOSI) for allowing us 
to represent the minority side here to-
night and also to all of the leadership 
on the Democratic side. And being a 
Member of the House, it is always a 
great honor and privilege to come to 
the floor. So many Members before us 
have had this opportunity. 

The 30-something Working Group 
that was created, and we have to talk 
about this every time because we have 
to make sure that Members understand 
that we are here to come to this floor 
to share good information and to make 
sure the American people know exactly 
what we are doing for them and also in 
some instances what we are doing to 
them, and I think it is very important 
that we remember that. 
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